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EDITORIAL: 

The Human Rights context in highlighted Olympic Games hosting China asks the 
contentious question: should we participate? According to LWB France it is about men 
and women proclaiming their liberties that the regime is seeking lay off using judicial 
procedures. We have to defend them! The right of interference and the duty to protect 
are from now on acquired. Thus we have decided to defend HU JIA, merely guilty of 
willing to be a free man. 
François CANTIER 

 

...EMERGENCY IN CHINA...  
LWB France, already mobilized in this country – cases of threatened, persecuted and detained 

lawyers – has strengthened its actions since December 2007 by sending an emergency mission 
to back up HU JIA's defence. 

 
The lawyers dispatched on field brought their help to HU JIA's 
defense (see picture) 
On the 3rd April, this young Human Rights militant has been 
sentenced to three and a half years of prison for “incitement to 
subversion of state power” (publishing of articles on Human Rights in 
his country and interviews with foreign press). 
In spite of the glaring iniquity of his trial, HU J IA couldn't lodge 
an appeal. 

 
THE REPORT OF THE MISSION IS OVERWHELMING: 

 
1 – An inequitable trial: 

The defendant has not been informed of the reasons of his arrest. 
The defendant has not been granted the possibility to prepare his defence with his lawyers.  

2 – HU JIA's life put in jeopardy: 
Gravely ill , if he is not treated as soon as possible he risks to die in detention. 
Furthermore, the judicial authorities blackmail him : only if he gives up filing an appeal could 
he serve his sentence in a prison where he would be looked after for his illness. Otherwise, he 
would be jailed in a prison with no health service... 

3 – Pressure and isolation: 
HU JIA's relatives were not allowed to attend the trial on the 18th March. 
In like manner, following the pronouncement of his conviction on the 3rd April, his lawyers have 
been kept from seeing him. His wife is very worried; she is under surveillance and receives very 
few pieces of news about her husband. 
 
Chinese lawyers are facing difficulties: 

1. Threats and obstruction to the practise of their profession because of the cases they are 
working on and because of their free expression. 

2. Arbitrary arrests and imprisonments. 
3. Frequent administrative abuses of power and under house arrests. 
4. Cancelling of lawyers' licences. 
5. Absence of protection by the profession. 

 
This mission was conducted by LWB France President F. CANTIER, who was accompanied by LWB France member 
and lawyer at the Bar of Paris M. STERN, and of Secretary of the Bar of Paris Conference A. d'OLLONE. 



This year China is under the highlights of the whole world since the country is hosting the Olympic Games. 
In this context, this is essential that the Human Rights be the major preoccupation and that, at last, the 
Chinese Human Rights defenders benefit from international help and solidarity. 
 
There is a long list of China's offences against Human Rights: 
-  Death penalty: China executes more prisoners each and every year than the rest of the world. Around 10 

000 executions a year. 
-  Torture : inflicted on detainees because of their activities in favour of Human Rights. 
-  Re-education by forced labour: detentions decided by administrative authorities, without either charges 

or trials, in very difficult conditions. 
-  Repression and offences to the freedom of the media. 
-  Persecutions linked to government banned religious beliefs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWB France stands by Reporters Without Borders in its public awareness campaign on infringements on fundamental liberties in China. 

 
 

MALI PROJECT  
Juridical rounds in Mali: access to Law and Justice for vulnerable populations  

in the cities of Koulikoro, Ségou and Sikosso 
 
Context: 
-  Insufficient number of lawyers in Mali: 275 lawyers for 14 million inhabitants 
-  Prohibitive fees, thereby impossibility for poorest people to afford an access to a lawyer 
-  Concentration of lawyers in Bamako (capital city of Mali), thereby very limited access to 

Law and Justice in the provinces 
-  Lack of information on rights and on the access to a lawyer, for prisoners as well as for the 

whole Malian population. 
 

Koulikoro, Segou and Sikosso regions perfectly depicts 
the situation of a lack of access to law and justice. 

Those three regions are struck by a high criminality level. 
We can only count 3 lawyers for over 280 prison inmates in this area. 

 
The aim of the project is to ensure a legal help service in the three cities listed above: 
-  Judicial help to inmates who were not provided an access to a lawyer, by organising special 

hearings and the following up of the cases. 
-  Conciousness-raising actions by law practitioners about the respect of fundamental rights. 
-  Free legal consultations to bring legal help to the population. 
 
Building-up of the project: 
Answering to a LWB Mali request, LWB France will provide logistical, financial and 
organizational help and will also ensure a project and activities follow-up close to the people of 
those three cities. The carrying out of this project includes the pro bono intervention of 30 Malian 
lawyers and will benefit from the accompaniment of 6 LWB Mali and 3 LWB France lawyers. 
 
The LWB France Mali Project benefits from the support of both the European Union 
Delegation in Mali and the Bar of Bordeaux. 



NIGERIA PROJECT  
LWB France and LWB Canada united to lead a mission in Nigeria in March 2008 

 
Actions carried out in Kaduna: 
 
-  Training of 47 Law practitioners to International Legal Tools Protective of Human Rights. 
-  Setting-up of a round-table conference involving the participation of representatives of the 

Legal Aid Council and of the National Bar Association (NBA), of the magistracy, of the police, 
of the penitentiary administration, and of local Human Rights defence NGOs to bring up the 
subject of the weak points in the Nigerian legal system. 

-  Visit of the prison, separate and personal interviews with 12 out of the 125 death-
sentenced inmates. A following up of the cases (appeal, amnesty requests) is carried out by 
LWB France, the LACON and the NBA. 

 
Actions carried out in Abuja: 
 
-  Following up of cases in the prisons of Kuje and Suleja. 
-  Setting-up of a training for police officers, planned in July 2008 in Jos. 
-  Meeting involving the participation of the Canadian, European and French donors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
[Picture of the 47 Law practitioners 
during the march2008 training – in 
the presence of Chief of the Nigeria 
Project Ivan PANEFF, and of 
Project Executive for LWB Canada 
Breese DAVIES] 
 
 

 
 

LWB France is fighting against death penalty in Nigeria: 
 
Thanks to researches carried out in the field during more than two months by one of its project 
executive, LWB France has been able to gather numerous pieces of data on the number and 
the personal profiles of death-sentenced inmates in Nigeria. 
 
 After completion of the interviews with the death-sentenced prisoners and their 
 files study, 12 of them will benefit from the counselling of a lawyer in order to 
 ensure an effective defence. 
 
 Thus the counselling brought by the LWB France lawyers to the death-sentenced Nigerians aims as 
much as working dry all the resorts to obtain discharges or sentences commutations as heightening 
legal actors' and local politicians' awareness on the fate of people sentenced to death penalty. 
 
 The aim is to give birth to a new case law in order to consolidate the moratorium 
 on executions, and eventually reach the abolition of death penalty. 
 
 



COLOMBIA PROJECT  
 
1. TRAININGS: April-September 2008 
 

In 2007, almost 300 independent Colombian lawyers have been trained by LWB France within 
the framework of the decentralized training program to the new penal accusatory system in the 
country. 
While the the other judicial actors had been trained to the new Code, independent lawyers were to 
apply it without knowing it thoroughly. 
So, LWB France will lead 5 more training sessions this year, in the last districts were the Code is to 
be put into effect: Baranquilla, Santa Marta, Valledupar and Cucuta. 
 
2. REPORT OF EXPERTS for the creation of a Lawyers Order in Colombia: May-August 2008 
 

Considering its long time implication in the building of professional orders of lawyers in Colombia 
and its years old support of Colombian Lawyers, LWB France has been chosen to lead the report 
on the organisation of the lawyers profession. 
 
The results of this study (which will be carried through this summer – from May to August) should 
make for the passing of a law that will create professional orders in a country where the profession 
of lawyer is highly weakened and eroded. 
 
 

FOLLOWING THE COMPLAINT REGISTRATION AGAINST 
COLONEL KADHAFI AND THE TORTURERS  

  
Two Parisian examining magistrates have been appointed to 
investigate the complaint lodged by the Palestinian doctor in 
December 2007. 
The victim (see picture), assisted by LWB France President Master F. 
CANTIER, has been heard by the magistrates on the 15th April 2008 
in Paris. 
 

This was the first time that Ashraff El Hagoug was granted the possibility of evoking, in front of 
independent magistrates, the Calvary he endured during his detention in Lybia. Thus he has been 
able to give all the accurate details on the tortures suffered and their authors.  
 
 

CAMBODIA PROJECT  
 
The first training session for 2008 of the 25 lawyers who ensure judicial help to vulnerable 
populations close to Cambodian jurisdictions took place in February. 
 
The 25 lawyers set on the whole Cambodian territory have attended the training on “the 
penal proceeding, guarantor of a fair trial”. 
This training was a deepening session following the enforcement of the new Code of penal 
proceedings and the meeting on this Code that gathered in November 2007 all the law practitioners 
and the judicial authorities on this theme. 
 
Beyond the training, the heads of mission and the lawyers have met and charted the progresses of 
the activities of free judicial help. THE AIM : confirm durably the presence of the lawyers and 
contribute to the restoration and the strengthening of the Law State in Cambodia. 



 
In 2008, the training of the student-lawyers and the Cambodian co-trainers is carried on in the 
outlook of their autonomization. The next mission within this framework is scheduled to July 2008. 
 

      
[François Roger, LWB France Head of Mission, visiting the law offices of the Cambodian lawyers mandated  

by LWB France to bring free legal help to local populations – mission of February 2008] 
 

JUSTICE FOR ALL IN CAMBODIA: LEGAL HELP TO PLAINTIFFS 

At the time when the trials against the Red Khmers begin, we can still notice the 
total absence of legal and judicial help for the victims. This new action, linked with 
the local partners, will enable to gather and build up the files of the victims, to give 
them directions about the steps to take and to bring them free help before the 
Cambodian courts' extraordinary chambers. This new action will start in May 2008. 

 
 

ALERT! PAKISTAN  
 
LWB France is very concerned by the Pakistanis lawyers' situation. 
Seen as the opposition to M. Pervez Musharraf's regime, they have become the target of repression 
by the authorities: death threats, burning down of offices, suicide bombings... 
 

The last in date targeted the President of the Bar of Lahore's Commission for Human Rights; this 
lawyer got away off the attack in extremis, but more than 30 victims were not that lucky. 
 

Furthermore, when the lawyers eventually decide to file a complaint at the police, those latter either 
refuse to take it into account or bluntly alter the facts. 
One of LWB France's referent, Master Anis Aa Saadi, is regularly threatened of death because of 
the delicate cases he is defending pro bono. 
On the 20th of February, the population has voted against extremism and in favour of democracy, 
during the legislative and provincial elections, when electing a governmental coalition undeterred to 
pacify the home situation. 
 
LWB France brings its support to Master Saadi and to all the lawyers threatened because of 
the practise of their profession and their right of free speech. 
 

  [Bombings in Pakistan 11th March 2008] 



 

LWB FRANCE TRAININGS  
�  International solidarity organisation and training agency 

LWB France sees the training as a prominent tool of its action 
 

Next sessions: 
21, 22, 23,24th May = trainers training to International Judicial Tools (level 1) 
5, 6,7th June = training to International Penal Court proceedings 
10,11th October = training to International Judicial Tools 
20, 21,22th November = training to International Penal Court proceedings 
27, 28,29th November = trainers training to International Judicial Tools (level 2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS 
On the 15th May 2008, at the occasion of the FESTIV', the School of Human Rights will gather 
150 high school students to participate to a UNO Simulation on the theme :”children in armed 
conflicts” 
 For further information: www.ecoledesdroitsdelhomme.org 
in partnership with Midi-Pyrénées Regional Council and LWB France 
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