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ASF France 
8 rue du Prieuré - 31000 Toulouse 
Tel. 05.34.31.17.83 - Fax 05.34.31.17.84 
info@avocatssansfrontieresfrance.org 
www.avocatssansfrontieresfrance.org 

LWB France, under the auspices of  the “GIE Avocat” (“Economic Interest Group of Lawyers for victims”),  
Conseil National des Barreaux (National French Bar Association), Barreau de Paris (Bar of Paris) and                   
Conférence des Bâtonniers (Conference of the Bar Pr esidents) , is intervening in Mongolia to ensure the              
defense of Me BAT-YALALT, a Mongolian lawyer in custody since January 2009.   

Me Nathalie Muller, a member of the Hauts-de-Seine Bar and of the Board of LWB France, has led 
an emergency mission to assist Me BAT-YALALT and his lawyers. 

 

Khadbaataryn BAT-YALALT is a practicing lawyer in 
Oulan Bator. He has often defended victims of polic e 
brutality and abusive arrests. Me BAT-YALALT is wel l
-known for his activism in the Human Rights’ field 
and for creating the NGO “ Honest Citizens’ control” - 
formerly “ Citizen’s Justice ”- in October 2006, which 
aims at the protection of Human Rights, the strengt h-
ening of Justice, the enhancement of the respect fo r 
Law and the improvement of ethics and moral values 
among public servants. 
 

 
 
 

 

During this mission, Me Muller visited Me BAT-YALALT regularly and contributed to the preparation 
of the Defense case alongside the Mongolian defense lawyers. 
The first hearing took place on 18 February 2009; h e was sentenced to 4 months’ imprisonment  
(public defamation is punishable by 3 to 6 months’ imprisonment pursuant to article 111-2 of the Mongo-
lian Code of Criminal Procedure). During the appeal hearing held on 3rd of April, in which Me Muller 
participated, the sentence was confirmed, despite the obvious irregularities.   
 

Me Muller’s intervention was saluted by the local actors who stressed the importance of her help 
which comes at a time when, despite the democratisation process the country is leading, the judicial 
system has made few steps towards its independence. This unprecedented intervention which, for the 
first time, brought a foreign lawyer to the rescue of a Mongolian colleague was perceived as a ray of hope for 
the evolution of the judicial system in Mongolia.  The Mongolian lawyers have expressed the wish to pur-
sue continued cooperation with LWB France. 
 
This emergency action was carried out by LWB France in Mongolia within the framework of the “Emergency 
Funds” created by the “GIE Avocat” -Conseil National des Barreaux  (French National Bar Association), Barreau 
de Paris (Bar of Paris) and  Conférence des Bâtonniers (Conference of the Bar Presidents) 
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On the 18  of March, Me Anis A.A. Saadi’s wife informed LWB France that her husband had gone missing while he was on his way to a 
hearing on a rape case involving a member of a religious minority, on which he was working pro bono. Me Saadi reappeared 12 days later, 
ill and obviously suffering from abusive treatments. 

 

A careful monitoring of the case indicates that Me Saadi was kidnapped and tortured, and despite the                   
insisting requests from his relative, no real effor ts to find his torturers have been deployed.   
 

Me Saadi is the President of the Human Rights’ Committee of the Punjabi Bar and of the Pakistani  
Lawyers’ Forum for Peace (an organisation he created for the defense of Human Rights).  

Me Saadi is also co-President of the NGO Free Legal Aid and Settlement. 
 

Me Saadi has defended a large number of Pakistanis fa cing the death penalty for blasphemy. He often                          
receives death threats, his office was burnt down a nd he escaped an attempted murder. In June 2008, the                   
Pakistanis lawyers organised the “Lawyers’ Peace Rally”, demonstrations during which Me Saadi was arrested and 
imprisoned before being released on bail. 
 

LWB France continues to handle the case of Me Saadi  and other threatened Pakistani lawyers  
within the framework of the “World Observatory for Threatened Lawyers”.  

The Defense team at the hearing on 31st marsh  Me BAT-YALALT was freed on the 29 of april 
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30 YEARS LATER, THE CAMBODIAN GENOCIDE BROUGHT TO T RIAL30 YEARS LATER, THE CAMBODIAN GENOCIDE BROUGHT TO T RIAL30 YEARS LATER, THE CAMBODIAN GENOCIDE BROUGHT TO T RIAL   
 

The first trial for the genocide that took place in  Cambodia from 1975 to 1979 opened on 17 February 2 009 before a 
mixed Chamber, including Cambodian and internationa l judges.  
 

It will try Duch, the chief of the S21 prison where  more than 12000 men, women and children were locke d up, inter-
rogated, tortured and executed because they were considered guilty of being contaminated by the Western virus that Pol 
Pot and his accomplices had vowed to eradicate.  
The S21 prison: a bleak place which was transformed into a museum, a museum of the horrors the 20th century delivered in 
the name of obsessive ideologies which targeted race, religion, or in this case, cultural and social background. Surprisingly, 
Duch is not accused of genocide, because the 1948 Convention on genocide does not make provision for the extermina-
tion of a social class as constitutive of genocide ; this incrimination was ruled out at the request of the Soviet Union! 
Therefore, Duch will be prosecuted for crimes again st Humanity , and so will the four accused scheduled to appear 
before the ECCC, including Nung Chea, also known as Brother N02, and the former Prime Minister Khieu Sampan. 
 

The ECCC, which was created after long negotiations between the Cambodian government and the United Nations, will 
determine their role and responsibility in the events which affected a population now torn between the desire to forget in 
order to rebuild, the fear of returning to a very recent past and the need for Justice to finally be done. 
However, for those who, just like Lawyers Without B orders France which is involved in the defense of t he victims, 
believe the fight against impunity remains an essen tial fight, the Cambodian Courts are a sign of prog ress to be 
saluted and encouraged. 
 

After the establishment of the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda, and the creation 
of the International Criminal Court, we are one step closer to realizing an old dream for Humanity: seeing the most powerful 
leaders take responsibility for their crimes.  
At the same time, let’s not forget the liability of the other States and the International Community which witnessed the 
crimes with complete indifference, giving priority to political and economic interests that appear so trivial and unacceptable 
afterwards. 
 

In 2008, we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, but the citizens of the world re-
main astounded by the gap between the founding principles of Humanity and the reality. 
May this trial remind the tyrants that the time for  Justice always arrives, and those who could be tem pted to sup-
port them, that the progress of the universal consc ience will hold them accomplices of these crimes. 

 
François CANTIER, President of Lawyers Without Borders France, after his trip to Cambodia. 

The lawyers of LWB France in support  
of the victims of the Khmers Rouges 

LWB FRANCE IS INTERVENING TO ENSURE THE RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL  
Given that the tribunal* (ECCC) has failed to alloc ate resources to ensure the presence of a lawyer al ongside the 
victims in the “Khmers Rouges” trial which has just  opened in Phnom Penh, LWB France’s lawyers are def ending 
them pro bono.   

 

The members of LWB France: 
 

· have a good knowledge of the country
(LWB France’s project in Cambodia has 
been in place for 5 years) 

 

· have a solid experience in the defense 
of victims at an international level 
(Rwanda, Burundi, Kosovo, Colombia...) 

 

· have the same Romano-Germanic legal 
system which allows the victims to par-
ticipate as Civil Parties in criminal 
cases (the system applied in the ECCC) 

 

Photo : opening of the first trial in the ECCC 02.17.09, Cambodia 
Photo/Adrees Latif  

* Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia : 
hybrid tribunal with Cambodian and international judges.  



 

 

LWB France is supported by the European Union, has consultative status with the UN and the IOF - LWB France is supported by the French Ministry of the Foreign Affairs, the 
French Prime Minister, the French National Bar Association,the Conference of the Bar Presidents, the Bar of Paris et and other French Bars, regional and departmental councils, 
as well as municipalities- Clifford Chance (privileged partnership), Allen & Overy, Microsoft and the Human Rights School are in partnership with LWB France.  
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1975-1979: Crimes committed by the Khmers Rouges – cause the death of approximately 1.700.000 Cambodians.  
1997: The Cambodian government requests the assistance of the United Nations to establish a trial for the prosecu-
tion of the former Khmers Rouges senior leaders.  
2001: The Tribunal is established. The Cambodian government calls on a Cambodian and international staff. 
2004: LWB France creates the Cambodia Project.  
2007: The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) take office. 
2008: An office for the defense of the Civil Parties, for which LWB lawyers work, is created.  
17 February 2009: The first trial opens (preliminary hearings). 
30 March 2009: The trial sessions of the first case begin (public hearings). 
1st June 2009: The hearings continue (more than 1300 victim files are registered). 

On February 17th, 2009:  
OPENING OF THE FIRST TRIAL  OF KHMER ROUGES LEADERS  

 

"30 years after, this trial is a victory for Justice and for two million 
people victims of this holocaust, committed between April 17th, 
1975 and January 6th, 1979" , said François CANTIER, President of 
Lawyers Without Borders France (LWBF). 
 

"Since the establishment of the International Criminal Court in July, 
2002, this is one of the most important moment in the too brief His-
tory of International Criminal Justice. For those who have doubts, 
for dictators throughout the world, the trial planned on February 17th 
gives the most blistering answer: even after 30 years, impunity al-
ways fails in front of Justice."  
 

"I add, specified Francois CANTIER, that thanks to lawyers we will 
live a fair trial: indeed, even victims of genocide will be defended by 
lawyers.  
During this first trial, 30 people victims of genocide will be defended 
by Cambodian and French lawyers gathered by our organization in 
the Supporting Office to the Defense of Civil Parties. Other foreigner 
lawyers will intervene with Cambodian lawyers to defend victims ".  
 

On March 30th, 2009:  
OPENING OF THE JUDGMENT OF THE FIRST ACCUSED  

 

The one who was the head of imprisonment and torture centers "S-
21" (Tuol Sleng), "S-24" (Prey Sar) et "Choeung Ek", Kaing Guek 
Eav, known as "Duch" faces charges of crime against humanity, war 
crime, torture and homicide, after having ordered the execution of 
12.000 to 20.000 people between 1975 and 1979. 
 

This event is historical because for the first time in front of a special 
court, victims have an important place in the trial. 
However, no fund has been allocated to the victims. This is why 
ASF France lawyers act as volunteers in their defence. 
 

For 10 months, the ASF France team, composed of cambodian and 
french lawyers, is involved in Cambodia as in France next to cam-
bodian associations, to meet victims, to constitute and to submit 
files to the Court, and prepare the defence of the victims they repre-
sent. During the next 3 days, judges will be lead to check victims’ 
identity, Prosecutor’s accusations acts, and to discuss procedure 
and prescription problems. 

The ASF France team is getting ready to provide the defence of 28 
victims in front of the court all along the trial.  

In France: the French lawyers of LWB France 
prepare the defense of the Civil Parties and set 
up the files of the victims currently living in France 
who wish to participate in the trials as Civil Par-
ties. 
 

Missions… a French lawyer of LWB France trav-
els to Phnom Penh every month to work with the 
local team, including the two Cambodian lawyers 
and the two Cambodian jurists involved in the 
project. 
 

In Cambodia: the lawyers of LWB France partici-
pate in the audiences alongside the Cambodian 
lawyers, and in cooperation with local associa-
tions such as ADHOC or CDP. 

1) July 2008:  three 
lawyers of LWB 
France take the oath 
in the ECCC 
 

2) March 2009: the 
French lawyers and 
their Cambodian col-
leagues working on 
the Civil Parties’ files 
 

3) February 2009: 
Kaing Guek Eav, 
(a.k.a. Duch)  

1) 2) 3) 
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A team of pro bono lawyers  
ensure the defense of the  

victims before the Tribunal,  
In collaboration with Cambodian and 

international lawyers. 

Photo : A survivor of the S-21 prison  
Photo/Adrees Latif  
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Trainers’ training  * 
Sommières (France) from 20 May to 23 May 2009   

 

Objective: At the end of this first level training, the participants will 
be able to design interactive training modules meeting the specific 
needs of the people they will be training, in adequacy with the dif-
ferent political, legal and cultural contexts.  
 

The Defense before the International Criminal Court s ** 
Toulouse (France) from 3 June to 5 June 2009   

 

Objective: Comprehending the history of the International Criminal 
Justice; understanding the characteristics and functioning of the 
International Criminal Tribunals; learning to identify and differenti-
ate elements of crime, understanding the proceedings before the 
International Criminal Courts. 

 
Ad hoc Tribunals and Special Tribunals  ** 

Toulouse (France) 6 June 2009   
 

Objective: Differentiating the mechanisms and contexts which 
caused the creation of the existing Ad hoc International Criminal 
Tribunals and the Special International Criminal Tribunals; differen-
tiating the philosophical and legal foundations of these  courts; 
analyzing the composition methods and the rules of procedure of 
the Ad hoc International Criminal Tribunals and the Special Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunals; preparing interventions before the Ad hoc 
International Criminal Tribunals and the Special International Crimi-
nal Tribunals. 
 

* Public Trainings complies to the French Individual Right to Training agency (DIF)  
** Approved by the French National Bar Association (CNB)  

Thank you for reading this message, the Head office  team. 
Director: Hugo MOUDIKI JOMBWE, Communication Manager: Elodie HERISSON, Financial Manager: Alexandre CROIZIERS de LACVIVIER, Asia 
Program Manager: Séverine LACROIX, Africa Program Manager: Marielle BREUIL, Executive Assistant in charge of Trainings: Emeline BAR-
DON, Webmaster:�Jérémie COQUIN. 
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Information and registration:  
05.34.31.17.83 

formations@avocatssansfrontieres-france.org  
Training held by practitioners specialised in educa tional engineering and having experience 
in the use of International Legal Instruments and i ntervening before International Courts. 
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A similar training will also be set up in Central Africa in 2009. 
 

The 1st training session on the educational methods will take 
place in September 2009 in the Republic of the Congo 
(Brazzaville), while the 2nd training session on the Interna-
tional Legal Instruments will 
be held in December 2009 in 
Cameroun.� 

An interregional training to the International Legal Instruments  
and the International Criminal Court took place from 16 April 
to 18 April in Senegal.   
It was the 3rd training session held in the West African region in the 
framework of the project supported by the French cooperation and 
the International Organisation of the Francophonie.  
 

16 TRAINEES FROM 9 WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES  
PARTICIPATED IN THIS TRAINING   

 

The 4th step of the West African group will take place during the 
first quarter of the year 2010.  
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Training in Sénégal April 2009 


