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OVER THE LAST MONTHS, THE OBSERVATORY HAS BEEN FOCUSING ON THE CASES OF  
ME LE CONG DINH, ME LE THI CONG NHAN AND ME NGUYEN VAN DAI (LEFT TO RIGHT): 
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Me Le Cong Dinh was arrested and jailed on 13 June 2009; he is officially charged with 
spreading anti-government propaganda. It appears however that this happened just after his     
sitting on the defence of 2 human right cases. 
Me Le Thi Cong Nhan has been jailed for nearly 3 ye ars (3-year anniversary: 6 March 2010) 
because of her involvement in the defence of human rights. The health problems she has been 
suffering are increased by poor conditions of detention. 
Me Nguyen Van Dai was arrested at the same time, i.e. May 2007, and sentenced to a 5-year 
detention for the same reasons. 

 

The above cases have been reported to the Observatory by various associations involved 
in the protection of Human Rights and appropriate follow-up is secured in close                        
cooperation with the Union Internationale des Avocats.  
Lawyers in Vietnam have often been threatened in the exercise of their functions. In 2002, 
the Human Right Council within the United Nations expressed concern about the poor 
Vietnamese legal system, which is due to a lack of personal (insufficient qualified lawyers), 
material resources and to the fact that lawyers are threatened by local government in the 
exercise of their functions. 
 

In November 2009, the Observatory has sent represen tatives in Vietnam to provide 
appropriate support to these lawyers, call for thei r release and thereby have them 
recover full exercise of their functions. 
This delegation has met the lawyers' families, legal representatives in Hanoï and Ho Chi 
Mihn City, local political leaders and representatives of foreign services & international 
organizations. The Observatory will ensure appropriate follow-up of these cases and                
remain, alongside their Vietnamese colleagues, available to ensure their defence if                  
necessary. 
 
 

NEXT PROJECTS: 
¨ China: provide assistance to Chinese 

lawyers whose practice licence has 
been suspended 

¨ Syria: secure Me Al Hassani’s defence. 
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ASF France 8 rue du Prieuré  31000 Toulouse France Tel. +33 (0)5.34.31.17.83  Fax (84) 
info@avocatssansfrontieres-france.org   -  www.avocatssansfrontieres-france.org 
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Photo : Jean-François De Witte  
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On 6 and 7 November 2009, a kick-off meeting held i n Paris and dedicated to the ASF worldwide network focusing 
on exchange, coordination, cooperation, federation and visibility was attended by ASF Brazil, ASF Came roon, ASF 
France, ASF Guinea (Konakry), ASF Italy, ASF Mali, ASF Mauritania, ASF Sweden and ASF Switzerland.  
 

The meeting ended with the vote of an action plan focusing on 5 objectives and the allocation of  corresponding workshops 
dedicated to the implementation of each objective.  
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In 2009, the judges started to examine Kaing GUEK E AV's (or 
"Duch"'s) case, as former responsible of the S21 ja il, one of the 
biggest detention centres where torture has been pe rpetrated 
by the Khmers Rouges.  
 

Victims have first been involved for several months in rather difficult 
proceedings, then pleadings started end November 2009. Victims 
could hopefully be heard thanks to the assistance of a delegation of 
Cambodian and French lawyers appointed by ASF France.  
 

A 40-year prison sentence was requested by internat ional as-
sistant prosecutor.  
It shall not be easy for victims, however, to recover. Duch, who was 
first pleading guilty, surprisingly asked for release at the end of the 
trial. Sentence is expected early 2010.  

In addition to the assistance provided to 
victims before the CETC, ASF France has 
kept on training Cambodian law students: 
 

¨  In November 2009, 3 trainers appointed by 
ASF France assisted by 6 Cambodian assistant 
trainers delivered a course to 40 students of 
the Cambodian Center for the Training of La-
wyers on the following topic: "The Lawyers'     
Role".  

 

¨  In December 2009, an identical team delive-
red a course to 55 students of the Royal 
School of Judges  on the following topic: 
"Criminal proceedings issues".  

 

Ces These sessions have been organised thanks to the 
support of the Cambodian Bar Association, the                      
Cambodian Royal School of Law, the Cambodian                
Center for the Training of Lawyers and the Royal School 
of Judges. 
 

¨  From 30 November 2009 to 5 December 
2009, students pertaining to the Master II 
Section (Department of French Cooperation) 
of the Cambodian University of Law and      
Economics attended in Phnom Penh a course 
on the following topic "Protection of Human 
Rights: International legal resources and Interna-
tional Jurisdictions".  

Avocats Sans Frontières (ASF) was created thanks to the 
Conférence Internationale des Barreaux (CIB) (association 
of local bars federating around common principles of law) 
and, more particularly, Mario Stasi (as President of the 
CIB) and Titinga Pacéré. 

 

The first ASF organisation was created in Belgium in 1992 
with the ambition to ensure, when necessary, the right of 
defence, i.e. when local lawyers are insufficiently                        
represented or threatened in the exercise of their functions, 
assist and support local actors of justice and law, thereby 
fighting against impunity and reinforce the rule of law. Then, 
"Justice for All in Rwanda", a major project launched in 1996, 
initiated a cooperation among lawyers of various countries 
and resulted in the creation of ASF organisations which was 
recognised and saluted all over the world. 
 

Partnership: Clifford Chance 
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THIS 3-YEAR PROJECT WAS LAUNCHED  IN MARCH 2009 WITH THE FOLLOWING  OBJECTIVES: 
 

1. assist local actors of justice and law and there by facilitate their involvement in the prevention o f torture 
2. provide legal assisatnce to the victims of tortu re 
3. make people more aware of torture issues 

 

In the course of their mission, Jean-Sébastien Mariez and Cécile Ostier organised in November 2009 a first training ses-
sion on the above issues; the course was delivered to representatives of ASF France in Abuja, delegations of the Legal Air 
Council (LACON) and the Nigeria Bar Association (NBA) as well as to ASF's lawyers posted in the following states: Kadu-
na, Kano, Lagos and Plateau.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photos: training session delivered in November 2009 on "Prevention of Torture: International, 
Regional and Local Legal Resources" 

 

The project is sponsored by the European Community 
Partnership: Legal Aid Council of Nigeria and Nigeria Bar Association 
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As the training sessions delivered in West Africa w ere most welcome by local actors involved in the de fence of             
Human Rights, another training project has been lau nched in Central Africa: 
 

A first course addressing educational issues was delivered from 29 September to 5 October 2009 in Brazzaville.  
This course was delivered to 24 actors of the Human Rights cause representing 7 countries of Central Africa (Burundi, Cameroon, 
Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic, 
Rwanda and Chad). The course especially focused on interactive 
educational  issues  as  applicable  to  adults:  case  studies,                    
scenarios, simulation exercises... 
 

A website has been created to facilitate the exchan ges 
between the teachers involved in the defence of Hum an 
Rights. 
 

Next training sessions in central Africa: 
¨ January: course on legal issues 
¨ September: teacher training "consolidation" 
 

Next training sessions in West Africa: 
¨ April - Burkina Faso: "how teach a course and become a 

moderator?" for the 1rst group  
¨ September - Togo: "how teach a course and become a 

moderator?" for the 2nd group  

LWB France is supported by the European Union, has consultative status with the UN and the IOF - LWB France is supported by the French Ministry of the Foreign Affairs, the 
French Prime Minister, the French National Bar Association,the Conference of the Bar Presidents, the Bar of Paris et and other French Bars, regional and departmental councils, 
as well as municipalities- Clifford Chance (privileged partnership), Allen & Overy, Microsoft and the Human Rights School are in partnership with LWB France.  
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THE ABOVE COURSES ARE OPEN TO PUBLIC, ELIGIBLE TO THE 
DIF AND APPROVED BY THE FRENCH CONSEIL NATIONAL DES 

BARREAUX. THEY ARE DELIVERED BY TEACHERS WHO ARE 
SPECIALIZED IN EDUCATION AND HAVE APPROPRIATE COMMEND 

OF INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT ISSUES.  
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TRAINING OF TRAINERS  
 

· « FUNDAMENTALS  »  
1st session : 9-10 et 16-17 January 
(Paris) 
2nd session : 12-13-14-15 May 
(Sommières)  
 

· « CONSOLIDATION  »  
4-5-6 November (Paris) 

 
THE LAWYER’S TOOLS IN AN                            
INTERNATIONAL  CONTEXT 
& THE FAIR TRIAL  

 

1st session : 15-16-17 April 
(Toulouse) 
 

2nd Session : 7-8-9 October (Paris) 
 
DEFENCE BEFORE INTERNATIONAL                    
CRIMINAL  TRIBUNALS   
& AD-HOC AND SPECIAL  TRIBUNALS     

27-28-29-30 October (Paris) 
 
REGIONAL  SYSTEMS FOR THE                           
PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS:                  
AFRICAN AND EUROPEAN  
 

18-19-20 November (Paris)  

Thank you for reading this message, the Head office  team. 
Director: Hugo MOUDIKI JOMBWE, Communication Manager: Elodie HERISSON, Financial Manager: Alexandre CROIZIERS de LACVIVIER, Asia                
Program Manager: Séverine LACROIX, Africa Program Manager: Marielle BREUIL, International Observatory of Lawyers Manager: Mounia BEN HAMMOU, 
ASF Network Manager: Anne LUTUN, Executive Assistant in charge of Trainings: Emeline BARDON, Webmaster:�Jérémie COQUIN. 


