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Editori al

In this newsletter, we summa-
rize our activities for the second
quarter of 2010. They are still
as intense and require the in-
volvement of all our members,
volunteers and employees.

On my initiative, our last Gen-
eral Meeting held on April 23
has changed our statutes in
order to ensure a better func-
tioning of the Association in-
cluding the renewal of its lead-
ers. In this perspective, our
April 24 Board of Directors
elected two Vice Presidents,
Mr. Philippe Moriceau, Chair-
man of the Bar and Mr. Ivan
Paneff, lawyer.

On the 4, 5 and 6 June will take
place in Beaulieu sur Dordogne
laF°te des Droi,
in which you are all invited to
participate. This event must be
a great show of strength for our
association: the strength of our
ideas, the strength of our or-
ganization and our friendship in
the fighting for the service of
Human Rights.

Francois Cantier,
President of ASF France
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Reinforcement of | awyerso

Democratic Republic (PDR)

This year, Avocats Sans Frontieres France pledges alongside the Lao Bar
Association to contribute to the capacity building of the profession of law-
yer in Lao PDR.

In April 2010, the Lao Bar Association and ASF France signed a partnership agreement, thereby start-

ing the implementation of their project of "Reinforcement of lawyersdcapacity in Lao PDR" for a period

of three years. The project aims to strengthen the capacities of lawyers from the Lao Bar Association
through the organization of training sessions issued each year on topics such as "The Role of the
Lawyer" and "The wuse of international |l egal i nstruthen
These training sessions are a complete part of the initial training of lawyers delivered by the Lao Bar
Association. However, they could also benefit to lawyers exercising when required.
Signing ceremony of the partnership agreement between the Lao Bar Association and ASF
France, Thursday 8 ™ of April 2010

Signing ceremony of the partnership
agreement between the Lao Bar Asso-
ciation and ASF France, Thursday 8" of
April 2010.

Representatives of the Delegation of the
European Commission and the French
Agency for Development were also pre-
sent, which are funders of the project
"Reinforcement of I a
Lao PDR" implemented from 2010 to
2012.

Fabienne Trusses Naprous, co-manager
of the project, represented ASF France

STRENGTHENING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE NETWORK
LAWYERS WITHOUT BORDERS

The first meeting of the LWB Network took place in November 2009 in Paris.
The working committees created for the occasion continued their work.
The Lawyers Without Borders Network is also present in major events related to judicial cooperation:

¢ In February, LWB Sweden and LWB Switzerland represented the LWB Network during the 5™ Work
Platform in Dublin for Human Rights Defenders.
The LWB Network has offered its assistance to various organizations for the protection of human rights
defenders.

Involved in efforts for the Universal Abolition of the Death Penalty, the LWB network, represented by
ASF France, LWB Guinea and LWB Switzerland participated in February in the 4th World Congress
Against the Death Penalty in Geneva.

The next meeting of the LWB Network will take place on May 22, 2010 in Rome, following the conference on
"The ethics of solidarity in the legal and judicial fields". This meeting will be marked by the arrival of a new
member, LWB Peru.
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Actions iIn Cambodia

1/ TRAINING INTENDED FOR STUDENT LAWYERS OF THE CENTRE FOR LAWYERS TRAIN-
ING AND PROFESSIONAL IMPROVEMENT

The last training session was held in March 2010 in Phnom Penh, on the theme the use
of international instruments of Human Ri ght

. — 8 2 | RENEWAL OF THE PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ASSOCIATION OF THE BAR OF THE KING-
During the training, March 2010

DOM OF CAMBODIA

The signing ceremony of the partnership agreement between the Bar Association of the Kingdom of
Cambodia and ASF France represented by the lawyer Mrs. Martine Jacquin, project manager, was
held on March 22, 2010 under the chairmanship of Ang VongVathna, Minister of Justice in Cambodia
and Jean-Francois Desmazieres, Ambassador of France, with the presence of Siva Songhav, Presi-
dent of the Bar, Sun Visal, Vice-President of the Bar, Tep Darong, Director of the Royal Academy for
Judicial Professions, Ang Eng Thong, director of the Centre for Lawyers Training and Professional
Improvement as well as representatives of the French Embassy, the Cooperation and cultural Action
section and the French Agency of Development (AFD), the main funders of the actions of ASF

c .~ - - France in Canlaodia.
onventionos signatligg asso |aafi6ncorf thg &i?’lgodom of Cambodia is the main partner of ASF France since
2005 in the implementation of training projects and legal assistance in all provinces of Cam-

bodia.

3 / DEFENCE OF THE CIVIL PARTIES IN FRONT OF THE EXTRAORDINARY CHAMBERS IN THE
COURTS OF CAMBODIA AT THE KHMER ROUGE TRIAL

The Support Project for the Defence of Civil Parties in the Extraordinary Chambers established in the Courts of
Cambodia continues. A group of lawyers, members of LWB France, is relayed in Phnom Penh with Cambo-

dian lawyers and jurists to prepare the cases of Khmer Rouge victims willing to participate as civil parties and
ensure their defence in the ECCC. The second trial i
leng Sary, leng Thirith, Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea.

Nicole Dumas, lawyer from
ASF France, taking the oath

Missions of aid to lawyers threatened in China and the

Democratic Republic of Congo

In addition to the monitoring and investigation of many cases, two new missions were conducted in March and April 2010 in China and the
Democratic Republic of Congo by the International Observatory for Lawyers (IOL).

CHINA: After being seized of twenty cases of Chinese lawyers deprived of their professional license, a delegation of
French and Italian lawyers went there to understand the reasons for the suspension of their function and to provide sup -
port to the Chinese lawyers
Some lawyers have not obtained the renewal of their license and no official reason has been given to them. Others had their license sus-
pended. Some students were not allowed to take the national examination at the end of May 2009, the issuing of the license being obliga-
tory for any Chinese lawyer in order to practice.
On site in Beijing, the International Observatory for Lawyers delegation met with lawyers who were deprived of their license, lawyers still
practicing, representatives of the All China Lawyers Association (ACLA) and heads of diplomatic missions.
A post-operative mission is in place. The Observatory is closely monitoring the situation of lawyers deprived of their licenses that could be
revoked permanently and stands by their side to all procedures to enable them to regain their licenses. It is also important to help them in
some arbitrary legal procedures in which they are subjected.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO: Sentenced to death on March 5 by the Military Court in Kinshasa / Gombe, the
Congolese lawyer Firmin Yangambi, Board Member of the Order of Kisangani and fervent defender of Human Rights.

A mission to assist the lawyer Mr. Yangambi is jointly conducted by the Observatory, the International Union of Lawyers (UIA), the Interna-
tional Association of Young Lawyers (AlJA) and the Bar of Paris since the end of April.

The Observatory was informed that false accusations of weapons ownership and organization of insurgent movements were sought to
silence him and are the cause of his sentence to death.

The mission aims to raise awareness about this case and obtain the release of Firmin Yangambi, especially by ensuring his defence with
his Congolese colleagues during his trial on appeal.



